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OUR NATIVE YEW TREE - TAXUS BREVIFOLIA 

Brian O. Mulligan, Kirkland, Washington 

This is probably one of the least commonly recognized and even observed of 

our native evergreen trees in the woods and forests, although it is to be found 

scattered over a very wide area extending from extreme southern Alaska in the north 

through the Queen Charlotte Islands and British Columbia eastwards to the Selkirk 

range, south through Washington on both sides of the Cascade Mountains but more 

common on the west side and in the Olympic Peninsula than on the east slopes. 

Thence south through Oregon and on the west side of the Sierra Nevada to about 

Sequoia National Park. It also occurs in the Rocky Mountains region of north¬ 

western Montana and northern and western Idaho, so is certainly well distributed 

throughout western America even if nowhere very numerous. 

In form it is a small tree generally 15 to 30 ft. in height with a trunk 

4 - 8 in. in diameter, although it may be larger in both dimensions; the branches 

tend to spread horizontally then droop at the tips. It is most easily recognized 

in the forests, where it enjoys the shady and cooler conditions, by the purplish- 

red scales of bark flaking off in small pieces and disclosing a brighter red bark 

beneath. The trunks are often fluted or ribbed and frequently produce young 

shoots, especially if the trunk is leaning at an angle. These are seldom seen on 

other needle-leaved trees and can be used for propagation purposes as cuttings. 

The wood is fine grained, heavy, rose-red in color and very durable. 

Superficially the leaves have some resemblance to those of the native hem¬ 

lock, (Tsuga heterophglla) and grand fir (Abies grandis), being arranged in comb¬ 

like fashion on both sides of the twigs, but are pale green beneath instead of 

whitish, are generally longer (3/4 to 1 in.) and appreciably wider; the upper 

sides of both are a dull green. The new branchlets also are green and smooth 

instead of light gray and conspicuously hairy as in the hemlock. In the grand 

fir the young twigs are olive brown, very finely hairy (puberulent) under a lens, 

the leaves shining green on the upper side, white beneath, close together, blunt 

and notched at the tip, whereas those of the yew have a sharp horny point. In 

the hemlock they are rather bluntly pointed. 

Yews, like junipers, are dioecious, the individual trees being either male 

or female. The flowers of the pollen producing male are yellowish and much more 

plentiful than those of the female, which are produced singly on the underside of 

the branchlets, like small green buds; both mature in the spring from April to 

June, depending upon the site and elevation. The berry-like red fruits of the 
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female tree ripen in September and October and are readily eaten by birds which 

thus distribute the tree so erratically through our forests. The red flesh (the 

aril) surrounding the seed is sweet and edible, but no other parts of this tree 

should be tasted, or eaten, including the seed itself. 

The native yew is seldom cultivated here, its place being largely taken by 

forms of the European yew (Taxus baccata) which vary so greatly in shape and color, 

but there is no reason why it should not be introduced into shady gardens as an 

unusual specimen. Seedlings should be sought wherever female trees are observed. 
I 

Illustration: Reprinted from Trees of Washington 

Extension Bulletin No. 440, 

Revised June 1974. 

Cooperative Extension Service College 

of Agriculture, Washington State 

University, Pullman, Washington 

ASTILBE 

Margaret Mulligan, Kirkland, Washington 

Astilbe species, which belong to the Saxifragaceae family, are among some of 

the smaller herbaceous plants that flower in August. Astilbe simplicifolia is a 

choice perennial with 3 in. simple lobed leaves and a spike-like slender panicle 

of numerous small white flowers which have 10 stamens, each adding to the 

feathery appearance. It grows 6 - 8 in. high, and is a good rock garden plant 

for shady and moist situations. 

Astilbe japonica 'Delicata' is a hybrid and a taller plant to 18 in. high. 

The flowers are also white with more feathery branched panicles. The leaves are 

4 - 5 in. long, ternate and more deeply lobed, and a dark glossy green in color. 

It is an attractive plant in flower. 

Astilbe glaberrima saxatilis - a true dwarf to 5 in. high has small panicles 

of pink flowers and leaves very finely cut and rolled upward giving the plant a 

fern-like quality. 

Astilbe chinensis pumila (nana) is another dwarf with 12 in. spikes of rosy- 

mauve flowers, spreading by means of stolons. The astilbes all like moist garden 

soil and partial shade. They are propagated by seed or by divisions, in early 

spring when growth is evident. 

CALLUNA VULGARIS 'DARLEYENSIS' 

Calluna vulgaris 'Dareyensis' is an attractive but not very well known form 

of Calluna, flowering from late August into September. It is a small shrub with 

unusually curled foliage which has a deep bronze hue in winter. The general habit 

is to form tussocks to about 2 ft. in height from which the flower stems protrude. 

The flowers are numerous, small and deep pink in color, on curly shoots. 

It is well worth a place in the garden, but seems to prefer a little shade 

in the afternoon. All the above plants were obtained through previous N 0 H S 

plant sales. 
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BOTANY FOR GARDENERS 

Corolla Shapes 

Flower regular 

Actinomorphic 

Rotate 

Flower irregular 

Zygomorphic 

Campanulate 

Papilionaceous 

also Zygomorphic 

Salver form Bilabiate Ligulate Urn shaped 

By Mareen S. Kruckeberg 
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TRILLIUM HIBBERSONII 

Trillium hibbersonii 

Dodecatheon littoral* 

Altha Miller, Issaquah, Washington 

Trillium hibbersonii, or 

more correctly called T. ovatum 

forma hibbersonii is an enchant¬ 

ing dwarf plant from 1*5 - 4 in. 

high. Several years ago Mr. 

Hibberson found it on the west 

coast of Vancouver Island. It 

blooms somewhat earlier than 

T. ovatum with a beautiful pink 

flower in perfect proportion to 

the rest of the plant. However, 

it is still scarce and expensive 

to acquire but fortunately comes 

true from seed, so it should soon 

be more easily available. 

Another charming dwarf 

Trillium is T. rivale, a native 

of Oregon. It is the smallest of 

the trilliums, only 1*3 to barely 

3 in. high. The flowers range 

from pure white to varying quan¬ 

tities of rose colored dots in 

the center of the flower. T. 

rivale 'Purple Heart', a most 

attractive and desirable form with 

deeper colored dots covering the 

petals almost to the edges, is now 

obtainable. 

DODECATHEON LITTORALE 

Altha Miller, Issaquah, Washington 

Dodecatheon littorale, pos¬ 

sibly a polyploid form of D. pul- 

chellum, was found in a small area 

along the coastline of the Sooke 

Peninsula on Vancouver Island. Now 

it can be found only in private 

gardens as the place where it used 

to grow has been built over. It 

is a most beautiful, sturdy plant 

with leathery leaves and large 

robust flowers, a very desirable 

and garden worthy plant. 

Illustrations: Rosemary Burnham 

By permission of the artist. 
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FROM THE ERICACEAE NOTEBOOK 

The Genus Ledum 

Sallie D. Allen, Seattle, Washington 

The study of the Ericaceae family is intensely interesting for many reasons, 

not the least of which is discovering and learning about entire genera, the horti¬ 

cultural potential of which has been completely overlooked. The ensuing treasure 

hunt to locate such plants, seed or cuttings .. you seldom find them in a nursery 

.. is a pleasurable challenge, as is the growing, propagating and eventual sharing 

of interesting plant material with others. Sadly neglected have been the ledums 

which, in my opinion, rank highly as desirable ornamentals for any garden large or 

small. 

In taking on research of the genus Ledum, one is immediately faced with the 

problem of nomenclature; there is little concurrence among the botanists through¬ 

out the world. We are fortunate in the Northwest to have Dr. Hitchcock as our 

authority. In going further afield than our area, however, one begins to get into 

trouble! The following is my opinion at this time through observation of living 

plant material in my garden, pending the outcome of further scientific investiga¬ 

tion. Growing here are eight different ledums; different in habit, size, leaf 

structure, not just slight technicalities, but dissimilarities apparent to the 

observer. 

There are probably four known species of Ledum, and an uncertain number of 

varieties. Although their distribution is circumpolar (or nearly so) in the 

Northern Hemisphere, all four species occur in North America. They are evergreen 

shrubs with pleasantly aromatic foliage, ranging in height from 4 - 6 in. 

(L. decumbens), to 5 ft. or more (L. glandulosum). The white, five petaled 

flowers with prominent stamens, are arranged in dense umbel-like terminal clusters. 

Once established, most ledums are fairly fast growing, blooming at a comparatively 

young age; their season early June through August. 

Beginning at home, perhaps the best known 

species. Ledum groenlandicum, commonly known 

as Labrador tea, is an indicator of a Sphagnum 

bog here at sea level around the Seattle area. 

The common name comes from use made of it by 

the Indians and early settlers who dried the 

leaves and utilized them as a tea substitute. 

When found in the wild, L. groenlandicum can 

form a waist deep, untidy thicket, difficult 

to walk through. If small compact seedling 

plants are collected and grown under Rhododen¬ 

dron conditions in the garden (not the peaty, 

boggy situations of their native habitat) 

they develop into lovely compact shrubs to 

about 3 ft. in height. The leaves are 

leathery, dull green in color, revolute 

(edges rolled backward from the margins), 

somewhat puckered at the edges, and rusty- 

tomentose (woolly) beneath. The geographic 

distribution of L. groenlandicum is Alaska 

to Greenland, into New England. In the West 

the southernmost limit is northwest Oregon. 
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About four years ago, I received seedling plants of Ledum groenlandicum var. 

nanum, a name to which I can find no reference. Whatever the name, it is an 

extremely distinctive, lovely plant, which could prove to be a fine introduction 

to the garden. The largest plant is but 4 in. in height, the leaves 1 in. long, 

strongly and evenly revolute, the tomentum extremely dense and white, only turn¬ 

ing cinnamon-colored the 2nd year. The leaves are closely arranged, a good deep 

green, softly polished in appearance, with some indumentum on the top, most 

prevalent along the mid vein. As yet it has not flowered. The native habitat is 

unknown. 

Ledum glandulosum, is not a bog 

dwelling but a montane shrub growing 

naturally with Menziesia ferrigunea, 

Rhododendron albiflorum and various 

vacciniums. The white flowers are 

similar to L. groenlandicum, but are 

borne many more per inflorescence. 

The leaves are a fresh green, not 

recurved, shorter and wider than the 

preceding, and has glands rather than 

a woolly backing to the leaves. It 

flowers well in cultivation and in time 

will become a handsome shrub 3 ft. or 

more in height and as wide. Its geo¬ 

graphic distribution is southern 

British Columbia, the Cascades, pre¬ 

dominantly the eastern slope, to north¬ 

east Oregon, Idaho and the Rockies to 

Montana and northern Wyoming. Although 
L. glandulosum is commonly called 

"Glandular Labrador Tea" it is not sug¬ 

gested that it be attempted as a tea 

substitute, as it is said to have 

poisonous qualities. 

Ledum glandulosum var. columbianum 

seems to be a coastal variety ranging 

from Washington southward to Marin County, 

California. It has longer narrower leaves 

than the species. It is a marvelous shrub 

for the garden, establishing easily under practically any conditions and flowering 

freely. This Ledum, called L. columbianum in some references, grows in the wild 

with Rhododendron macrophgllum, Mgrica californica, Vaccinium ovatum, Gaultheria 

shallon and in southern Oregon Arctostaphglos Columbiana and Rhododendron occi- 

dantale are also present. This is a beautiful natural landscape plan which could 

be utilized to advantage in the home garden, either as single specimens of each 

or for a large garden they could be mass planted effectively. 

Ledum glandulosum 

by Sally Dickman 

If it were necessary to pick a favorite, the circumpolar species of the far 

North, Ledum palustre (wild rosemary) would be my choice because of its even 

compact habit of growth from 2 - 4 ft. in height, and its prominently veined, 

glossy deep green leaves. They are about 1*5 in. long, revolute with a very fine 

white edging. The tomentum on the back is most prevalent along the heavy mid rib. 

The large clusters of white flowers are freely borne in June, lasting well through 

the summer. 
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Ledum palustre var. nipponicum (hypoleucum) (dilatatum) I recall seeing in 

a garden in England, a most attractive shrub. The cuttings given to me did not 

strike, thus it remains on my "wish list" for the future. 

Also native to Japan is Ledum palustre var. diversipilosum, similar to the 

type except spreading instead of upright and smaller in every way. The back of 

the leaf is white rather than green and much more densely rusty-tomentose than 

L. palustre. 

As yet I have not been able to find any literature on a plant that came to 

me under the name of Ledum palustre var. yedoense. The habit is much more open 

and spreading and the leaves considerably larger. 

The geographic distribution of Ledum decumbens is not well defined. It is 

a far northern species, probably circumpolar, found in Alaska, Yukon across north¬ 

ern Canada, western Greenland and Eurasia. It is the smallest of the ledums, 

eventually attaining a height of 4 - 6 in., but very slow growing. The leaves 

are about h in. long, strongly revolute, so much so that they appear needle-like. 

It does not seem nearly as easy going in the garden and has not as yet flowered. 

Perhaps the rooted cuttings will prove more amenable to cultivation than the 

collected parent plant. 

The ledums can be grown to advantage among dwarf and medium sized rhododen¬ 

drons, blending well in habit and leaf and contrasting nicely with their large 

clusters of small white flowers. Rhododendron culture too suits them well where 

they thrive with little attention. I no longer incorporate peat moss into the 

soil but much prefer the naturally acid, well-drained gritty soil in which there 

is considerable rotted wood. It is not light and friable, but firm. As testi¬ 

mony to their happiness growing under these conditions, self-sown seedlings are 

cropping up throughout the garden, not just a few, but dozens. These will be 

carefully observed as it appears that hybridization has taken place between 

Ledum groenlandicum and L. glandulosum var. columhianum. 

Ledums can be propagated by seed, cuttings, layers and divisions. I prefer 

cuttings, taken about any time of the year when time permits,using Jiffy Grow 

undiluted, dipping for 10 seconds and placing them in the open ground in a shaded 

place where they won't dry out. 

The Newsletter of the Northwest Ornamental Horticultural Society remains nameless. 

The two suggestions we have received are "Hortifax" and "Northwest Gardener". This 

is your publication. What name do you suggest? We want to begin 1977 with a new 

and improved format for the Newsletter, but it must have a name. 

What gardening information are you seeking, that you cannot find elsewhere? Sug¬ 

gestions, criticisms, articles, drawings, are always welcome. Send them to: 

Sallie D. Allen, 18540 - 26th Ave. N.E., Seattle 98155 

Would you like to become more active and involved in the N.O.H.S. Committees are 

being formed now for an interesting, informative and stimulating 1977. How would 

you like to participate? Program? Garden Tours? Plant Sales? Finance? 

Newsletter Editorial Committee? If interested, call Ann Herron, 454-1216. 
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N.O.H.S. EVENTS AND NEWS 

October 14 THURSDAY 

Garden Tour: 

Place: 

10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

The Carl S. English Gardens 

Hiram Chittenden Locks 

Open to the Public - No admission 

I 

Sponsored by: Northwest Ornamental Horticultural Society 

in memory of Carl S. English, Jr. 

Guided tours will be conducted by Mr. Walter Lyons, 

Director of the gardens, on the hour. 

Contributions will be greatly appreciated 

in the memory of Carl S. English, Jr. 

November 3 WEDNESDAY Social Hour - 6:00 P.M. - Dinner - 7:00 P.M. 

ANNUAL DINNER University Towers 

Reservations may be made with Margery Young, 284-5368. 

Notices will be sent to all members at which time the 

speaker will be announced. 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE. 

STUDY GROUPS 

THE BLOOMIN' IDIOTS 

Nancy Hill 

We are delighted to welcome the newest Branch of the NOHS, a Study 

Group of nine, young, beginning garden enthusiasts. Their name ... "The Bloomin' 

Idiots" ...-if you are interested in further information, call Nancy Hill, 

Chairman - 746-6865. 

RHODODENDRON 

Marjorie Baird 

February 27 We practiced keying, heard a paper on the Ponticum Series and dis¬ 

cussed landscaping with rhododendrons. 

March 12 Field Trip to Isobel and Lawrence Pierce's garden. It was an all- 

new experience to visit such a beautiful and extensive Rhododendron 

garden at this time of year. The hospitable Pierces not only gave 

us a wonderful tour but provided coffee and dessert with our 

sandwiches. 
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A fascinating field trip to Betty and Jim Caperci's nursery; Jim, 

as usual, was bubbling over with information and enthusiasm for 
every plant. Impossible to come away without a boxful of "goodies". 

Field trip to Pat and Warren Berg's garden on Lake Sawyer; we saw 

not only their lovely and interesting garden but learned a great 

deal about his greenhouse propagating methods. The results of his 

hybridizing of choice species are very impressive. He generously 

shared seedlings with us. 

Propagating "Bee"; the cutting wood was still a bit soft but by 

keeping them under high humidity we hope for success with many 

cuttings we collected around the garden. Members reported quite good 

success from last year's "Bee". 

For me, at least, it has been a most pleasant five days of learning 

and good fellowship, with each day flying by far too quickly. 

THE TWIGS 

Judy Addington 

Last fall The Twigs participated in their first plant sale. We assumed the 

responsibility of the House Plant Department and learned a lot while we enjoyed 

the experience. It also prepared us for the plant sale held the following June 

at the IBM Building. A few 'Twigs' assumed department chairmanships or assistant 

chairmanships in Geraniums, Herbs and Houseplants. Two of our members were over¬ 

all co-chairmen. We also prepared the plant list for mailing. Many 'Twigs" 

worked during the three-day sale and excitedly purchased some new plants to 

experiment with in their own gardens. 

Late Fall we had a meeting at which Mr. Phil Aaron spoke to us on indoor 

plants. He brought many fine specimens and answered our multitude of questions. 

In early winter we saw an excellent slide presentation on early blooming 

bulbs. Many notes were busily taken. 

We intended on having a Rhododendron program in the Spring but the plant 

sale preparation intervened. Now we are looking forward to the member's 'Bring 

and Buy Sale' and the Garden Tour in October. 

Reports from the other Study Groups will be in future bulletins. 

The Alpine Study Group has changed its meeting date to the third Friday of 

the month. For further information, call Altha Miller - 392-6248. 

The Fern, Botanical Drawing and Ericaceae Study Groups were not as active 

this year due to their involvement with the "Horticultural Festival" and the 

International Rock Garden Plant Conference but these groups will start regular 

meetings this fall. If interested in these or any of the other study groups, 

call Edna Majors at 842-4557. 

April 2 

April 9 

July 9 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

ASCHENBACH, Mrs. Karl (Anne) 

BACKUS, Mrs. John T. (Valerie) 

BACKUS, Mrs. M. F. (Francis) 

BUTCHART GARDENS 

COLLINS, Carolyn C. 

DAWSON, Joanne 

ELY, Mrs. Sherman (Jane) 

HALLAVER, Merry 

HILEN, Andrew G. 

HILL, Nancy Guerin 

HUTCHINSON, Mrs. John (Bonnie) 

HUTCHINSON, Mrs. Stuart (Cinders) 

LOSH, Elizabeth 

NELSON, Debbie L. 

NOJIRI, Mrs. Henry 

NYEGAARD, Liv 

OLMSTEAD, Leanna 

RICKETTS, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard (Amy) 

ROWE, Anne K. 

SMITH, Donald P. 

SOBOLIK, Mrs. Anton A. (Viola) 

STARLING, Barry N. 

SWANSON, Marie 

TAYLOR, Mrs. William (Kathy) 

VINCENT, Jr., Mrs. Robt. F. (Cathy) 

WATKINS, Van (Miss) 

7140 55th South 722-3029 

Seattle 98118 

1514 35th Ave. 322-1186 

Seattle 98122 

2836 - 134th N.E. 855-6533 

Bellevue 98005 

Box 4010, Postal Station A 604-652-2222 

Victoria, B.C. V8X 3X4 

3852 Hunts Point Road 455-0782 

Bellevue 98004 

18902 Marine View Drive S.W. 242-5839 

Seattle 98166 

4227 105th N.E. 822-1529 

Kirkland 98033 

2020 McGilvra Blvd. E. 329-2448 

Seattle 98112 

2910 Johnson Avenue 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

4777 119th S.E. 746-6865 

Bellevue 98006 

12161 S.E. 17th Place 747-3922 

Bellevue 98005 

7825 S.E. 73rd Place 232-7137 

Mercer Island 98040 

16618 S.E. 17th St. 

Bellevue 98008 

1957 26th Ave. E. 322-3748 

Seattle 98112 

2525 Minor E., #409 325-1473 

Seattle 98102 

6516 126th Ave. S .E. 641-4642 

Bellevue 98006 

2154 N.W. 204th 542-5289 

Seattle 98177 

2913 Spring St. 385-1519 

Port Townsend 98368 

8400 N.E. 7th St. 454-6570 

Bellevue 98004 

Watnong Nursery 

Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 

Rt. 1, Box 21-K 

Dallas, Oregon 97338 

Little Maries Cottage 

Severs Green, Epping Upland 

Essex, England 

8030 18th N.W. 783-5537 

Seattle 98117 

620 155th Place N. E. 747-5031 

Bellevue 98007 

3519 W. Laurelhurst Dr. N.E. 525-8480 

Seattle 98105 

4502 N.E. 70th 525-3119 

Seattle 98115 
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